ON

BROTHERLY LOVE.1

HEB.   XIII.   I.

" Let brotherly love continue."

IN the early times of the Gospel, the Christians were very
much distinguished from all other bodies of men, by the
great and constant love they bore to each other; which,
although it was done in obedience to the frequent injunc-
tions of our Saviour and his apostles, yet, I confess, there
seemeth to have been likewise a natural reason, that very
much promoted it. For the Christians then were few and
scattered, living under persecution by the heathens round
about them, in whose hands was all the civil and military
power; and there is nothing so apt to unite the minds and
hearts of men, or to beget love and tenderness, as a general
distress. The first dissensions between Christians took their
beginning from the errors and heresies that arose among
them; many of those heresies, sometimes extinguished, and
sometimes reviving, or succeeded by others, remain to this
day; and having been made instruments to the prid^
avarice, or ambition, of ill-designing men, by extinguishing
brotherly love, have been the cause of infinite calamities, as

1 Notwithstanding the text and title of this sermon, and the many
excellent observations which it contains in illustration of both, there
are several passages in it which the dissenters of the time would hardly
consider as propitiatory towards the continuance of brotherly love.
There are also various allusions to the parties which raged at the time,
and some which appear to have been written in defence of the preacher's
character, then severely arraigned by the Irish Whigs, and held in
abhorrence by the people of Dublin, by whom he was afterwards
idolized. [S.]